“I have found what my soul has loved.”

- Shir Ha’Shirim
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Wedding of Luba Kozlova and David Teten

Lincoln Square Synagogue, 200 Amsterdam Avenue, Manhattan

Sunday, January 5, 2003, 11 AM to 4 PM

Shvat 2, 5763

For the story of how we met and got engaged, more information on traditional Jewish weddings, and today’s weather forecast, please visit our wedding website:

www.TetenCreations.com/LOVE .

Please log in with user ID: “visitor” and password: “lifelong”.

(The website address, ID, and password are case-sensitive.)

Welcome!!                                                                               Bruchim HaBaim
Dear Family and Friends,

Once a Roman matron asked Rabbi Yosi, “How long did it take the Holy One, Blessed be He, to create the world?”  The Rabbi answered, “six days.”  And from then until now what has he been doing?”  asked the matron.  The Rabbi responded, “He has been occupied in making marriages.”  The Talmud teaches that this task of making matches is as difficult, and miraculous, as the splitting of the Reed Sea.  

Marriage is a holy institution; its Hebrew name (kiddushin) means sanctification.  Our Sages have pointed out that all the customs of the marriage ceremony can be traced to the giving of the Torah, where G-d appeared as the groom and the Jewish people as the bride, standing under the chupah (marriage canopy) of Mt. Sinai.  We feel so blessed to be able to share this day with all of you.  Today we celebrate not only our marriage, but the coming together of the different communities that sustain, inspire, and teach us.  Sharing today with family, friends, teachers, neighbors, and colleagues from different stages of our lives heightens our joy tremendously.  We are grateful that each one of you is here.  

At this most awesome moment in our lives, our hearts and thoughts are with beloved members of our families who are here only in spirit.  We especially miss our grandparents, none of whom are now with us.  In particular, we very much feel the absence of Luba’s father, Leonid Kozlov.  He loved to celebrate life and would have enjoyed dancing at his daughter’s wedding.  

We particularly want to thank:

· Carol and Jean Teten, who choreographed the weekend and made all of the beautiful decorations that you see today;

· Sofiya Kozlova and Vladimir Rozov, who determined that we had good chemistry and provided extensive moral and logistical support for today;

· Rabbi and Rebbetzin Schwartz, who taught us chasan and kallah classes;

· Rabbi Hirschy Zarchi, Chabad Rabbi of Cambridge, MA, our mesader kiddushin (rabbi); 
· David’s rabbis and teachers in Israel who could not be with us today (Rabbi Nota Schiller, Rabbi Noach Weinberg, Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, and others);

· Our many friends who helped in so many ways during our dating and engagement; and
· Vint Cerf, Tim Berners-Lee, Al Gore, and other inventors of the Internet, for facilitating our meeting.
Words cannot begin to convey the gratitude and love we feel for our parents.  We pray that we can live up to their examples of devotion, goodness, openness, and service.  They have taught us what an amazing blessing family is.

We intend this booklet to give an overview of today’s events and to provide insight into some of the wedding rituals you will witness.  Guests at a Jewish wedding are more than just spectators - they are charged with the communal mitzvah (obligation) of bringing happiness to the bride and groom.  We’ve also included in italics some of the customs in which we hope you will participate.  What you will experience originates in biblical texts, rabbinic writings, and thousands of years of Jewish traditions.  While all this sounds very serious, we hope that you will characterize the day by dancing, singing, laughter, and shared joy.  

May we always be able to share happy events together.

Luba and David

Before You Arrive                                                                            Hishtadlut
In Jewish tradition, the bride and groom are forgiven all their sins on their wedding day so that they may begin their new life together with a clean slate.  In this respect, the wedding is akin to a personal Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) for the marrying couple, and thus many symbols of Yom Kippur are incorporated into the wedding framework.  Luba and David have been fasting from daybreak and have recited the traditional Viduy (Confession of Sins).  Their white clothing also recalls their state of spiritual purity. 

When You Arrive                                                         Tisch/Kabbalat Panim
Lots of singing, humming, clapping, smiles.

Because we have observed a tradition of not seeing each other for a week before the wedding ceremony, today’s festivities begin with separate receptions.  Traditionally, men join David at his tisch and women surround Luba at her kabbalat panim, but please feel free to explore both.  Tisch is a Yiddish word meaning table; it is used in this context because these receptions typically involve singing accompanied by drumming on tables.  Kabbalat panim means “receiving of the faces (i.e., guests)”.  

In addition to singing, our teachers, relatives, and friends share words of Torah and wishes at the two parallel events.  Numerous documents are also signed at this point: At David’s tisch, the tenaim, terms of betrothal, and ketubah, marriage contract, are signed.  In the tenaim, it is pledged that we will share equal ownership of all our assets in peace and tranquility.  After the tenaim are signed, our mothers, Sofiya and Carol, break a plate.  This action represents our families’ hope that just as the breaking of the plate can never be reversed, our marriage contract will remain unreversed, unbroken.

Throughout the time that the events are occurring, there will be refreshments to occupy guests while they are not visiting us.  Luba is holding her kabbalat panim from her bedeken chair in the reception area.

Veiling Ceremony and Family Blessings                                         Bedeken
Lots of singing, humming, clapping, smiles.

The term bedeken comes from a German word that means “covering.”  At this point, a procession of male guests accompanies David from his tisch to where Luba is seated.  He will take a moment to ensure that the bride is, in fact, the woman he wants to marry, thereby avoiding the biblical situation where Jacob married Leah when he intended to marry her younger sister Rachel.  David will then place one layer of the veil over Luba's face, alluding to his promise to clothe her (one of the groom's many, many, many obligations to the bride as specified in the ketubah).  Covering the face of the bride is a biblical symbol of marriage derived from Genesis (24:65), where Rebecca covers her face upon seeing Isaac for the first time after their betrothal.  Beyond that, the veil is a symbol of protection: as we carefully set apart and protect important things with a special cover, like the Torah after each use, so we set ourselves apart from all others and promise to protect each other.  The veil also indicates that the groom loves the bride for her inner beauty and spiritual qualities as well as her outward appearance.  

The whiteness of David’s kittel and Luba’s dress are reminiscent of an era when only the wealthiest could afford to wear white.  The kittel has no pockets, indicating that Luba is marrying David for who he is and not for what wealth he brings to the union.  (For similar symbolic reasons, the kittel is also the garment worn by a person at the time of burial.)  Similarly, Luba is not wearing any jewelry.  

Just as Rebecca's family blessed her before she left to marry Isaac, our parents will bless us at the end of the bedeken, just before the processional begins.  When the blessings are completed, David is danced out of the room and guests proceed to the chuppa area.

The Ceremony                                                                                        Chuppa 
Lots of singing, humming, clapping, smiles.
The wedding ceremony takes place under a chuppa, wedding canopy.  The roof and open sides of the chuppa represent both the new private space we will create together and the openness that we hope will characterize our home.  Symbolically, this structure suggests that beyond committing ourselves to each other, together we resolve to reach out to the community at large.  

Family and friends now assemble around the chuppa.  In accordance with tradition, men and women sit separately for the religious ceremony.  David is accompanied to the chuppa by his parents, Carol and Jean Teten, and Luba is accompanied by her mother Sofiya and her brother Maxim.  Joseph Braude will sing songs of welcome when the bride and groom arrive.  

Following Luba’s welcome, she circles David seven times before the ceremony gets underway.  There are many explanations for this custom.  Our favorite is that it is traced back to the story in Joshua 6:1-27, when, after Joshua completed seven circuits around the walled city of Jericho, the walls surrounding the city came tumbling down.  It is believed that as the bride walks around the groom, the normal walls that separate individuals disintegrate, allowing the couple to achieve a level of intimacy with no barriers, characterized by openness, honesty, understanding, and love.
The ceremony itself consists of two distinct parts: the kiddushin (formal engagement ceremony) and the nisuin (actual marriage).  While in talmudic times these rituals were separated by an entire year, today they are performed at the same time.  The kiddushin ceremony begins with two blessings: a blessing over wine and a blessing expressing God’s sanctioning of the institution of marriage.  The blessings are then translated into action, as Luba and David drink from the wine and David presents Luba with a ring, saying (in Hebrew), “Behold, you are consecrated to me with this ring in accordance with the laws of Moses and Israel.” 

The ring must have no engravings, stones, or other adornments so that its value may be easily and accurately assessed.  The simplicity of the ring signifies our wish for a marriage of simple beauty, free from blemish, obstruction, and conflict.  Luba’s acceptance of the ring concludes the kiddushin.
The two parts of the ceremony are separated by the reading of our ketubah.  Designated rabbis, teachers, and family members then recite the traditional sheva brachot (wedding blessings) which comprise the nisuin ceremony.  These blessings praise God for creating joy, humanity, and love, and ask for peace.  The blessings are said over a second cup of wine. Some of the blessings are set to music; please feel free to hum along as you feel comfortable.  The blessings are:

1.  Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.  

This is the usual blessing said over wine.  

2.  Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who has created everything for His glory.  

This blessing refers to Creation, an underlying theme of the Jewish wedding.  

3.  Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who fashioned the human.  

This alludes to a complete human being before the creation of man and woman, and provides an introduction to the next blessing.  

4.  Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who fashioned the human in His image, and prepared for him-from Himself-a building for eternity.  Blessed are you, Lord, Who fashioned the human.  

The “building” refers to Eve, the first woman, who was created from the body of the original complete androgynous human being.  

5.  Bring intense joy and exultation to the barren one through the ingathering of her children amidst her in her gladness.  Blessed are You, Lord, Who gladdens Zion through her children.  

We pray that both Jerusalem and the new couple shall know intense and everlasting joy, and that both will rejoice with their children - literal and figurative - in their future happiness.  

6.  Gladden the beloved companions as You gladdened Your creature in the Garden of Eden in that time.  Blessed are You, Lord, Who gladdens groom and bride.  

We pray that God will gladden the new couple as they join together and become loving companions for one another, and that He will grant them the pure happiness of Adam and Eve.  Just as Adam and Eve were certain that they were destined for each other - as they were the only people in the world at the time of their marriage - the bride and groom should always feel that they were intended as each other's perfect match.  

7.  Blessed are you, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who created joy and gladness, groom and bride, mirth, glad song, pleasure, delight, love, brotherhood, peace, and companionship.  Lord, our God, let there soon be heard in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem the sound of joy and the sound of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the grooms' jubilance from their canopies and of youths from their song-filled feasts.  Blessed are You, Who gladdens the groom with his bride.  

This lengthy and beautiful blessing concludes the sheva brachot recited under the chupah.  Two portions are sung aloud by all present, and then repeated by the person reciting the entire blessing.  First are the ten expressions of happiness (“joy and gladness...companionship”), which allude to the ten canopies that God erected for the marriage of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  The other, “the sound of joy...voice of the bride” is part of the longer song beginning at “let there soon be heard,” which is sung and played many times throughout the wedding.  The blessing ends with praise for God as matchmaker, who creates joy for those who have found their true companion.  

Even at the height of our personal happiness, we are cognizant of the tragedies that have, and continue to, befall the Jewish people, including the destruction of the ancient temple in Jerusalem and the ongoing war in Israel.  In commemoration of these realities, before the ceremony concludes we sing “Im Eshkachech,” a song whose lyrics, taken from the book of Psalms, read:



“Im Eshkachech yerushalayim, tishkach yemini.  



Tidbak leshoni lechiki, im lo ezkereikhi.  Im lo 



a’aleh et yerushalayim al rosh simchati.”



If I forget thee o’ Jerusalem, let my right hand wither.  



Let me tongue cleave to my palate if I cease to think 



of you, if I do not keep Jerusalem in my memory, even



in my happiest moment.

After the singing, David breaks a glass as a reminder of the incompleteness of the Jewish people, and the world at large.  Symbolically embedded in this custom is the ray of hope that just as glass can be reblown and reshaped, peace can be restored.

After the ceremony, friends and family gather around us as we leave the chuppa, and accompany us, singing and dancing, to the yichud room.  This alludes to the new intimacy in the relationship; Yichud means “seclusion”.  Two witnesses will first ensure that there is no one in the room.  Luba will step in and then turn to welcome David into this symbolic bridal chamber.  The witnesses will close the door and stand guard outside the room, emphasizing that a married couple's privacy must be respected.  Luba and David will only stay there briefly.

Celebration                                                                                Seudat Mitzvah
Dancing like crazy.  And of course, lots of singing, humming, clapping, and smiles.

Traditional Jewish weddings are wild!  We cannot wait to dance, twirl, jump, cartwheel, and otherwise celebrate with you.  The traditional Jewish dancing will take place in separate areas for men and women, but there will be opportunities when David and Luba will be seated together in the middle of a circle, and guests will entertain them in various ways: juggling, acrobatics, and the can-can may appear, as might signs with personal jokes or messages for us.  Please join in the festivities: everyone’s just out to entertain and be entertained, and most importantly to have a blast!
There will be one “mazinke” dance, which is traditionally performed by the parents when the last child is married.  At that one time, married couples will be able to dance together.  Fortunately, Carol Teten is a choreographer and would be happy to answer any questions you have on the subject.
Grace After Meals                                                                 Birchat Hamazon
Lots of singing, humming, clapping, smiles.
The wedding officially ends with the group recitation of Birchat Hamazon, the grace after meals.  The grace is preceded by the singing of Psalm 126, indicating the joy a couple feels immediately following their wedding.  One person is appointed leader of the grace, and he begins by holding a cup of wine while inviting the guests to recite grace together.  The usual invitation to recite grace is expanded after a wedding feast to include references to the celebration taking place and to joy in general.  After grace has been recited, the last six of the sheva brachot that were recited under the chupah are now said over a second cup of wine.  The leader then makes the blessing over wine and drinks from the first cup.  The wine from both cups is poured into a third, and then some of the mixed wine is poured back into the original cups, one of each is given to the bride and groom.  After Luba and David have drunk from their cups, they will pass the wine around to the guests, who may drink a sip for good luck in love.  

Thank you again for celebrating with us and we look forward to sharing many more good times in the future.  Please keep in touch!

Luba@Teten.com, (917) 523-4322

David@Teten.com, (917) 355-5726

Our new address is: 201 West 91st, Apt. 2A, New York, NY 10024-1324  USA (only valid until summer 2003).  

“I will espouse you forever: 
I will espouse you with righteousness and justice, 
and with goodness and mercy, 
and I will espouse you with faithfulness.”

- Hosea 2:21-22
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